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WESTERN BASIN COMMUNITY 
Life in a migratory corridor 

A late January excursion to the 

Sterling State Park in Monroe, 

Michigan looking for ice shoves 

resulted in finding dozens of 

geese on a sandy iced shore. 

This is the thick of the season 

for migrating geese, which 

populate much of the area in 

and around the western basin 

of Lake Erie. 

This region is home to the Detroit 

River International 

Wildlife Refuge, 

unique as the only 

refuge of its kind in 

North America. 

The goal is to 

restore the 

binational river 

and lake 

ecosystem, especially for birds 

migrating through one of the 

major migration corridors on the 

North American continent. There 

has been a strong effort over past 

decades to restore the natural 

habitat in this region, yet many 

challenges remain. 

I had a nice long chat recently with 

some folks about all the 

environmental stressors in this 

region – the legacy contamination, 

Sulphur dioxide emissions, 

bioaccumulation of pollutants in 

fish, fish stock depletion, cluster 

siting of heavy industry, among 

other issues. The list goes on, and 

human society managed to do all 

this in less than a few hundred 

years.  

One woman talked about her days 

of youth spent fishing near 

LaSalle, how the waters were 

teeming with fish and you hardly 

had to bait a hook to catch one 

within minutes. Fish nets would be 

full to the brim. Those days are 

now gone, and it makes one 

wonder, what exactly are we 

doing? Such a 

rich, luscious 

region that is 

so incredibly 

important to 

the ecosystem 

as natural 

habitat for a 

diverse array 

of species, including ourselves.   

The Huron River watershed is a 

tributary to Lake Erie. Some 

communities are far enough inland 

that we sometimes forget that we 

are connected to this vast lake 

ecosystem. All local water issues 

also impact Lake Erie and every 

connected watershed community. 

I  urge you to consider your 

responsibility as environmental 

stewards in a watershed 

community, for issues relevant 

now and in the distant future.  
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…NOTES FROM THE CAFÉ  

~

 

The morning dew of introspection 

floats easily aloft these golden 

hardwood floors. 

A café on north Main Street is a 

long time in coming. The Electric 

Eye Café is unique in offering 

different roasts each month (like 

brewpubs, but with coffee!). 

Elected officials also favor this 

café for chats with citizens, so 

check out the calendar online. 

Sipping a coffee from a Bay City 

roaster in the cozy café house, I 

sat by the window, thinking how 

nice it would be to live down the 

street, within walking distance 

from the train station.  

 

Electric Eye Cafe 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Western basin Lake Erie 

and the Detroit River are 

part of a major migratory 

bird corridor on the North 

American continent. 
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I hope that we will find a way to restore this region in 

the long term. While there are many people working 

diligently for better environmental quality, we are at a 

critical time in history when long standing protections 

are eroding quickly. It is up to each of us to be vocal 

advocates for environmental health and quality, as 

well as for smart energy policies that promote clean, 

renewable energy.  

 

Take the time to call your elected officials, or go to 

their next café hour and share with them your 

concerns. Public officials need citizens to voice their 

concerns so they can gain traction in legislatures and 

councils on issues that concern the public. It may not 

seem like much, but a phone call or handwritten letter 

will help them make the case to their colleagues.  

 

I call on you to stand up for health and environment, 

and find common cause in protecting the Lake Erie 

community, whether flora, fauna or human. 

 

We are all in this together.

LUNA PIER 
The view from here    

It’s funny how you can live somewhere for a long time 

and never see some of the local natural beauty a place 

has to offer. A day trip to Luna Pier, Michigan was long 

in order for me, with a meander through Temperance 

on my way to find the shore. 

The lighthouse museum was closed for the season, but 

stood as a stoic beacon overlooking the beach. Walking 

out to the pier, I was delighted to see a commemorative 

sign announcing this region as part of Byways to 

Flyways, a program by the International Wildlife 

Refuge Alliance in partnership with the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service to help raise awareness of the birds  

migrating through a major corridor in North America.  

 

The lake, of course, was its usual late winter character. 

There were several other people who braved the cold 

winds to enjoy the view. There was a quiet camaraderie 

among us, those who would choose a bit of discomfort 

to experience the serenity of being near shore, to 

nurture kinship with nature.  

Luna Pier is a small community that has found a patch 

of heaven with a beachside café. A leisurely day seaside 

will likely bring numerous opportunities to 

photograph the freightliners as they navigate their way. 

Northbound ships will go to the ports of Monroe and 

Detroit, and some will travel through the upper Great 

Lakes and go as far as Duluth, Milwaukee and Chicago. 

 

I look forward to the warm summer season. Perhaps I 

will see you out there on one of those Lake Erie shores.
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